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BOONE COUNTY, KY. JUDGE-EXECUTIVE 
GARY MOORE TAKES LEAD AT NACO

By Rachel Looker - naco.org • July 21, 2020

T he NACo officers -- Immediate 

Past President Mary Ann Borgeson, 

Douglas County, Neb. commissioner; 

First Vice President Larry Johnson, 

DeKalb County, Ga. commissioner and 

Second Vice President Denise Winfrey, 

Will County, Ill. interim county executive 

-- were elected by acclamation. NACo 

members recorded their votes on bylaws 

amendments and other association 

business remotely.

U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell (R-Ky.) administered the oath 

of office to Moore.

“I couldn’t be more excited to see you become 

the top guy at NACo,” McConnell said. “Years 

ago, I was in county government, so this is 

very exciting, it’s my honor to swear you in.” 

McConnell was a county judge, representing 

Jefferson County, Ky., from 1977 to 1984.

Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer (incoming 

president of the U.S. Conference of 

Mayors), Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear 

and McConnell all offered their 

congratulations to Moore in videos played 

during the meeting.

“Wow, those were some surprises I didn’t 

know about,” Moore said.

Moore, who is serving in his sixth term as 

judge executive, announced his presidential 

priority in his inaugural address to members: 

The LEAD (leadership, education, action 

and development) Initiative. Throughout his 

years of public service, Moore said he has 

noticed that many individuals do not fully 

understand county government and how 

county officials impact their lives.

“I want our residents to know what counties 

do,” he said. “I want to work with you so you 

can help your residents better understand 

how your county touches their everyday lives.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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MEMBERSHIP CHAMPION 
OF THE YEAR  
Matthew Prochaska, Kendall County Board 

Member - Congratulations on receiving the 

“Membership Champion of the Year” award 

from the National Association of Counties 

(NACo).  Matt is a member of the UCCI 

Executive Committee.

Moore discussed plans to equip county leaders with leadership skills 

to address unprecedented challenges using resources such as the 

NACo High Performance Leadership Academy, the Cybersecurity 

Leadership Academy and the County Leadership Institute.

“Now is a critical time in our nation and in our counties,” he said. 

“Now is not the time to be passive or idle. Now is the time to act.”

Moore is now the second Kentuckian to ever serve as NACo 

president. He was first elected in 1998 as judge executive for 

Boone County, the fourth-largest county and one of the fastest 

growing counties in Kentucky. He also serves as president of 

the Kentucky Association of Counties.

Moore has been active in NACo since 2012, previously serving 

as chair for the Finance Committee, the Transportation Steering 

Committee and the Environment, Energy and Land Use 

Committee. He also served as co-chair of the National City-

County Task Force on the opioid epidemic and as a member of 

the Audit Committee.

Following in his father’s footsteps, Moore described how his interest 

in becoming a public servant stemmed from his father, who served 

as a deputy sheriff and sheriff in Pendleton County, Ky.

“He was a true public servant who loved helping others,” Moore 

said of his father. “From those early years, I began to look for 

ways to serve my community.”

Moore addressed NACo members from the Kentucky Association of 

Counties headquarters surrounded by his wife and colleagues. He 

described how July 20 now marks two special occasions in his life— 

his father’s birthday and the beginning of his NACo presidency.

“Just as my dad inspired me, I encourage you to be that spark 

that motivates someone in your community to pursue county 

service,” he said.

“It is a critical time, but it’s our time,” Moore said. “It’s time for 

America’s county officials to lead.”

Before passing the torch to the new NACo president, Borgeson noted 

that serving as NACo president “has been the honor of a lifetime. My 

presidency has been quite unusual to say the least. From personal 

family issues to a public health pandemic to the fight for racial equality 

and justice, I can honestly say this year has been challenging, exciting 

and sad … and yet, I remain optimistic for the future.”

A video of tributes, thanks and congratulations by NACo 

members, highlighting Borgeson’s year as president, played 

during the meeting.

In other business during the meeting, Borgeson announced 

that Douglas County student George Abalekpor was awarded 

the David Davenport Memorial Scholarship. Abalekpor is a 

graduate of Millard South High School, where he earned a 4.3 

grade average while taking advanced placement courses.

NACo will hold meetings July 28 to fill vacancies for two of its 

regional caucus leadership positions for the Northeast and Central 

regions. NACo thanked Berks County, Pa. Commissioner Christian 

Leinbach and Grant County, Okla. Commissioner Cindy Bobbitt for 

their service.

NACo members watched a short video showcasing Travis County 

(Austin), Texas, the location of next year’s Annual Conference. 

Moore also said he hopes to see NACo members in Boone 

County, Ky. in December for NACo’s Board meeting and a joint 

Large Urban County Caucus/Rural Action Caucus symposium.

ht tps ://www.naco .org/ar t ic les/boone-county-ky- judge-

executive-gary-moore-takes-lead-naco

https://www.naco.org/articles/boone-county-ky-judge-executive-gary-moore-takes-lead-naco
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B oone County, Ky. Judge/Executive Gary 

Moore began his NACo presidency July 

20 during NACo’s first-ever virtual annual 

business meeting. County News asked Moore 

about his background in county government 

and the challenges the coronavirus 

pandemic raises for counties.

HOW DID YOU BECOME INTERESTED IN 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT?

While he [my father] was sheriff (in 

Pendleton County, Ky.), my mom passed 

away. I would ride the school bus to the 

county courthouse at the end of each day. 

We’d get home, his office hours would be over 

and he would get that call that someone needed his 

services. He never once complained. It just was instilled in 

me in a very special way of serving others and being a great 

community servant.

WHO INFLUENCED YOU TO MAKE YOU  

THE LEADER YOU ARE TODAY?

My father would be first. There is a gentleman that owned 

a business who was my business mentor. His nickname was 

“Biz” and he was the second phase of my personal growth. 

The final was my longtime pastor of my church, who really 

helped me develop my moral compass in l ife.

IN YOUR YEARS SERVING AS A COUNTY OFFICIAL, WHAT 

HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE?

I’m one who likes to please everyone. When you serve the 

public as an elected official, you quickly learn that you’re going 

to make decisions that displease or disappoint some people.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT  

BEING A COUNTY OFFICIAL?

When I drive through my community and move around the 

county witnessing those things that we have done to make 

our community better — whether it ’s a park, a new street 

that is relieving congestion or improving safety and making 

peoples’ l ives better.

YOU SELECTED THE LEADERSHIP, EDUCATION, ACTION AND 

DEVELOPMENT (LEAD) INITIATIVE  AS  YOUR PRESIDENTIAL 

PRIORITY. CAN YOU TELL US MORE ABOUT THAT?

I ’m still amazed with the fact that many people don’t 

know what county government is and how we 

impact their l ives. I  want to help our county 

officials across the country educate their 

community as to how they impact the 

everyday lives of our residents. I ’ve 

been talking a lot with the team 

about how we can help that education 

process fit any county. I’m talking about 

every group — elderly to youth. I do 

want to take the opportunity to educate 

and I’m talking a lot about the leadership 

development side. If we can continue to help 

develop our elected officials and staffs, that’s 

also part of the advancement of counties.

IN WHAT WAYS DO YOU HOPE TO HELP COUNTY OFFICIALS 

RESPOND TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC?

The best part of NACo is always the sharing of best practices and 

learning from failures. I think now more than ever we will need 

to be sharing what is working and what is not with all counties.

WHAT ARE ADDITIONAL CHALLENGES YOU SEE COUNTIES 

FACING IN THE UPCOMING YEAR? 

Infrastructure funding, because one of the impacts of the 

COVID stay-at-home orders is that gas tax receipts are 

plummeting and that’s the lifeblood of funding for highway 

projects across our country. I  see growing communities 

needing to expand and add to their transportation system. 

This is a year where the federal transportation bill will expire, 

and we need a re-authorization or a new authorization to be 

able to deal with that.

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH AS NACO PRESIDENT?

There’s some concern that because we’re not meeting in 

person and not networking that NACo might lose its relevance 

or some might not see the value of NACo. I want to fl ip that 

coin. When counties are facing their greatest challenges, 

NACo is more important, more essential than it’s ever been. 

Sharing best practices, sharing failures where others can learn 

from those mistakes, being an advocate in our nation’s capital 

— all of those things demonstrate why NACo is so important.

Q&A: GARY MOORE, NACO’S NEW 
PRESIDENT, SHARES HIS VIEWS

By Rachel Looker - naco.org • August 2, 2020
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ILLINOIS OFFICE OF BROADBAND 
URGES THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION TO EXPAND BROADBAND

S oliciting comments from the public 

is an important part of the Federal 

Communications Commission’s 

rulemaking process, allowing the public 

and other stakeholders to participate 

in developing rules and policies. Both 

the Illinois Office of Broadband and the 

Benton Institute for Broadband & Society 

participate in the public comment process. 

From time to time, we will highlight that 

work and explain why it is important. 

On July 2, the Illinois Office of Broadband urged 

the Federal Communications Commission 

(FCC) to expand broadband access 

opportunities in the face of the COVID-19 

pandemic to meet the needs of those for 

whom broadband is unavailable and of those 

for whom broadband is unaffordable. 

Office of Broadband Director Matt Schmit 

urged the FCC to take additional steps 

to promote broadband availability in 

the nation’s educational community. 

Suggestions included expanding E-rate 

— the universal service support program 

which helps schools and libraries obtain 

affordable broadband — to provide 

support for service that reaches wherever 

a child is being taught or a teacher, 

administrator, or librarian may work. 

Schmit asked the FCC to adopt an “all of 

the above approach” that does not narrow 

the range of available choices arbitrarily 

or favor one technology over another in 

providing connectivity to unserved and 

underserved homes. 

Further, Schmit said the FCC should 

expand its Lifeline program, which 

provides a $9.25 monthly discount on 

supported voice and/or broadband 

Internet access service. (Those who 

reside on Tribal lands can receive up to an 

additional $25.00 monthly discount.) But, 

for newly unemployed families, or those 

in rural areas for whom satellite-delivered 

broadband is the only available option, 

these discounts may not be sufficient to 

bring the cost of broadband within reach. 

The FCC should consider ways in which 

additional Lifeline support could ensure 

broadband affordability for students, 

teachers, and others in the nation’s 

education community.

You can read the filing here . 

by Illinois Broadband Connections Newsletter • July 6, 2020

https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filing/10703531621573?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
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PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION TO DISTRIBUTE 
60,000 CLOTH FACE MASKS TO STATE 

AGENCIES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS TO 
PROTECT RETURNING WORKFORCE 

S PRINGFIELD – The State of Illinois will distribute more 

than 60,000 cloth masks to State agencies, boards and 

commissions to protect the health and safety of employees 

returning to the workplace. The Illinois Department of Public 

Health (IDPH), Central Management Services (CMS), and the 

Illinois Emergency Management Agency are spearheading the 

effort. All State employees are required to wear face coverings 

and practice social distancing while at their worksites. 

“As more of our economy reopens and Illinoisans returns to 

work, the single best thing you can do to help our state is wear 

a mask everywhere you go. The administration’s top priority 

remains protecting the health and safety of the people of Illinois; 

and by providing 60,000 face coverings for the hardworking 

men and women who help keep state government running, we 

are ensuring our state workers have the tools they need to stay 

safe,” said Governor Pritzker. 

“If worn properly, using a face covering has been shown to help 

reduce the spread of COVID-19,” said IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi 

Ezike. “We have learned that people may be most infectious up 

to two days before they begin showing symptoms.  But if an 

infected individual is wearing a face covering, it can help prevent 

the droplets from their mouth or nose from reaching others around 

them.  By wearing a face covering, you are respecting those around 

you and helping reduce the spread of COVID-19.”

The Illinois Department of Central Management Service 

(CMS) developed the State’s Return to Work guidelines and 

surveyed each State agency, board and commission under the 

jurisdiction of Governor Pritzker to gather information about 

their site-specific return to work plans. Under the guidelines, 

all state employees must have the accurate personal protective 

equipment (PPE) needed to safely return to their worksite.  The 

Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA), overseeing the 

State’s logistics response for COVID-19, used this information to 

supply each employee with two cloth face masks.  

“The health and safety of employees is our top priority, 

especially within the workplace,” said Janel L. Forde, Director 

of CMS. “The State continues to make a coordinated effort to 

supply employees with the guidance and resources they need 

to protect themselves and each other while providing critical 

services to keep Illinois up and running.”

“The advice and guidance we are giving State agencies, boards 

and commissions is the same advice and guidance we are giving 

each and every business across Illinois.  Implementing a face 

covering policy is a simple yet effective way to protect your 

workers and customers,” said Alicia Tate-Nadeau, Director of 

IEMA. “IEMA urges all business owners to carefully evaluate their 

emergency operations plans to ensure they address the needs 

of a COVID environment. Proper planning for all hazards or 

emergencies, such as COVID-19, can ensure business continuity 

while protecting our workers, customers and our bottom line.”  

The masks were obtained from a private party source via the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Employees 

were supplied with cloth masks to reserve medical grade PPE 

for health care professionals on the front line of the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

For more information about Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan, 

visit coronavirus.Illinois.gov.

Illinois.gov • July 24, 2020

https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/
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GOV. PRITZKER ANNOUNCES 
APPOINTMENTS TO ILLINOIS BOARDS

B uilding on a strong team of diverse experts in their 

fields, Governor JB Pritzker announced the following 

appointments in his administration:

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR AND PUBLIC GUARDIAN

Kevin McDermott will serve as Public Administrator and Public 

Guardian of Moultrie County.* McDermott currently works as an 

attorney at his namesake firm, and serves as Sangamon County 

Public Administrator and Guardian. He was formerly an associate 

attorney with Hart and Southworth, and Acting Director of West 

Central Illinois Health Systems Agency. He is also the Co-

Director and Co-Founder of the McDrew Charity Tennis and Jazz 

Festival. McDermott earned his Bachelor of Science and Master 

of Social Work from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 

He also attained a Master of Public Health from the University of 

Minneapolis and Juris Doctor from St. Louis University. 

TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM

Matthew Shattock will serve on the Teachers’ Retirement 

System Board of Trustees.* Shattock is the former CEO of Beam 

Suntory Incorporated. He previously worked as President of 

Cadbury Ple - Britain, Ireland, Middle East and Africa, and as 

COO of Unilever, N.V./Plc. Shattock served in the British Army’s 

Royal Armoured Corps from 1983 until 1986 at the end of his 

short service commission. He earned his Bachelor of Science 

in Politics from Durham University. 

EDUCATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

Lynne Sered will continue to serve on the Educational Labor 

Relations Board.* Sered has served on the Educational Labor 

Relations Board since 2000. Sered previously served as Legal 

Director of the American Jewish Congress, Regional Director 

of the Jewish Labor Committee and Domestic Affairs Associate 

at the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish 

Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. She additionally worked 

as Counsel to Board Member Wilford W. Johansen at the 

National Labor Relations Board, and as Associate at Scariano, 

Kula, Ellch and Himes. Sered is a member of the Illinois Bar 

Association, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 

Illinois, and the Jewish Women’s Foundation. She earned her 

Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Indiana University 

and Juris Doctorate from DePaul University School of Law.

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR AND PUBLIC GUARDIAN 

David Wentworth will serve as Public Administrator and Public 

Guardian of Peoria and Woodford Counties.* Wentworth serves 

as the Public Administrator and Public Guardian of Peoria 

County, having been appointed by the Governor in June 2013. 

He is also a partner with Hasselberg Grebe Snodgrass Urban & 

Wentworth in Peoria. Wentworth focuses his practice on elder 

law and guardianships, probate, contested estates, business 

and commercial law, business organizations, bankruptcy law, 

collections and foreclosures, real estate law including land 

use and zoning, agricultural law and environmental law. He 

is a member of the Peoria County, Illinois State and American 

Bar Associations and the State Bar of Michigan. Wentworth 

is a past Chairman of the Proctor Health Care Foundation 

Board of Trustees, and presently serves on the Board of the 

Unity Point Health Methodist Proctor Foundation. He recently 

completed ten years of serving on the Board of Directors of 

the Community Workshop & Training Center, and continues 

to serve on its Human Rights Committee. Wentworth is a 

past Chairman of the Illinois Supreme Court Committee on 

Character and Fitness for the Third District. He attended 

Illinois.gov • July 27, 2020
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Albion College and received his Bachelor of Arts in Political 

Science and obtained his Juris Doctorate from the University 

of Detroit School of Law.

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

Nathan Hoffman will serve on the State Board of Health.* 

Hoffman is the current founder, CEO and practicing dentist of 

both Hoffman Cosmetics and The Chicago Dental Studio. He 

previously worked as a dentist at Lakeview Smiles, Oaklawn 

Dentist Center and Cumberland Dental. Hoffman is a member 

of the American Dental Association and the Chicago Dental 

Society. Hoffman earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Human 

Physiology and Exercise Science, and his Doctor of Dental 

Surgery from the University of Iowa.

* Appointments pending confirmation by the Illinois Senate.

IDNR ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
BOAT ACCESS AREA DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM GRANTS 
S PRINGFIELD, Ill. – The Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources (IDNR) announced applications are now 

being accepted for grants through the Boat Access Area 

Development grant program. The deadline to apply is Oct. 2, 2020.

The Boat Access program is a state-financed grant program 

that provides funding assistance to local government agencies 

for acquisition and/or development of land for public boat and 

canoe access areas in Illinois. The program can provide up to 

100 percent reimbursement funding assistance on approved 

development project costs and 90 percent reimbursement on 

land acquisition costs. The local agency must demonstrate 

and possess the ability to finance the costs of an approved 

project prior to receipt of grant funds. This program is funded 

through a percentage of the state’s marine motor fuel tax and 

registration fees.

The program is managed in Illinois by the IDNR and applications 

must be submitted to the IDNR by 5:00 p.m. on Oct. 2, 2020. 

The Notice of Funding Opportunity can be found at: https://

www.illinois.gov/sites/gata/Pages/default.aspx.

Consult the IDNR website at https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/

AEG/Pages/Grant-Administration.aspx for more information, 

or call the IDNR Grants main line at 217-782-7481.

Illinois.gov • August 9, 2020

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you have an article you would like shared in the 

next newsletter, email Ryan at  

Ryan@FrontlineCo.com

WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COUNTY?

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/Pages/Grant-Administration.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/sites/gata/Pages/default.aspx
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STATE OF ILLINOIS RECEIVES $1.7 MILLION IN 
CONNECTIVITY ASSISTANCE TO KEEP OLDER 
ILLINOISANS CONNECTED DURING COVID-19

T he Illinois Department on Aging 

(IDoA) and Illinois Department of 

Human Services (IDHS) received $1.7 

million from the federal Administration for 

Community Living to provide services to 

older adults and persons with disabilities who 

are disproportionally affected by the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.

The funding will be used for the purchase 

of technology devices; including iPads, 

Grandpads, tablets and internet / Wi-

Fi / hotspot access to increase social 

engagement and connectedness, targeting 

those who live alone, who don’t normally 

receive in-home services and who live in 

rural areas. The devices will have applications 

like FaceTime, Zoom, mental stimulation, 

telehealth and others so individuals can connect 

with family members, friends, and providers.

“The stress on everybody is growing every 

day, and we want you to know you are not 

alone,” said Paula Basta, Director of IDoA. 

“While senior communities have been 

locking down, we’ve also been looking at 

creative ways to keep residents engaged 

to counter the isolation. Providing these 

new technologies will help establish the 

social connection that our seniors need to 

maintain their health.”

IDoA, the Illinois Assistive Technology 

Program (IATP), and IDHS’ Division of 

Developmental Disabilities and Division 

of Rehabilitation Services will work in 

tandem to identify clients, customers, and 

participants who may be at risk of social 

isolation and would benefit from these 

devices during these unprecedented times.

“We are excited to announce this grant with 

IDoA and provide additional assistance to 

some of our most vulnerable residents in 

Illinois,” said IDHS Secretary Grace B. Hou. 

“We also want to remind Illinoisans about 

the IDHS benefits, services and supports 

that are available to them during this difficult 

time. Visit www.dhs.illinois.gov/HelpIsHere 

or call 1-833-2-FIND-HELP (1-833-234-6343) 

for more information and to apply today.”

IDoA has published resources to help 

connect older and disabled Illinoisans with 

family and loved ones to prevent distress and 

feelings of social isolation. Those resources 

can be found on the IDoA website here.

IDoA, its 13 Area Agencies on Aging, and 46 

Care Coordination Units are working around 

the clock to ensure that services provided 

by the agency are not interrupted during 

COVID-19. If you or an older family member, 

friend, or neighbor need assistance, please 

visit www.illinois.gov/aging or contact the 

Senior HelpLine at 1-800-252-8966 (hearing 

impaired call 888-206-1327) or by email 

aging.ilsenior@illinois.gov.

Illinois.gov • May 29, 2020
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PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION LAUNCHES 
NEW RESOURCE FOR STEAM TO BENEFIT 
STUDENTS, EDUCATORS AND FAMILIES

STEAM (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ARTS, AND MATHEMATICS)

S pringfield, IL - The Illinois 

Department of Innovation & 

Technology (DoIT) announced the 

publication of a new website to provide 

a consolidated resource for STEAM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 

and Mathematics) in Illinois. View the 

new site at https://www2.illinois.gov/

sites/doit-steam/Pages/default.aspx.   

Organizations across the state are committed 

to advancing STEAM, and this is the first 

site to provide a central location for the 

collaboration of resources. The new Illinois 

DoIT STEAM site will provide information on 

events, news, the educational community, 

gallery and categorized resources, including 

career exploration.

“Governor Pritzker and I share a 

commitment to expanding STEAM in 

Illinois and this new site is a key addition 

to that effort,” commented Ron Guerrier, 

State of Illinois CIO and Secretary of 

Innovation and Technology. “During my 

recent virtual Tech Talks with educators, 

a desire for a one-stop resource for 

STEAM was expressed and this site is in 

direct response to that request.”

Mary Reynolds, Group CIO for Education at 

DoIT, who led the effort shared, “We want 

this resource to evolve and grow with help 

of other STEAM leaders throughout Illinois. 

With the contribution of many organizations; 

educators, students and families can 

readily find events and materials to foster 

the next generation of STEAM leaders.”

Support for STEAM comes from every 

geographic corner of Illinois, as well as 

for a variety of age levels from birth to 

post-college. Funding streams for STEAM 

initiatives are diverse and the Illinois 

State Lottery recently became involved 

with the launch of their Booming Bucks 

instant ticket  and will support the School 

STEAM Grant Program, which the Illinois 

State Board of Education will administer. 

As authorized by state statute, the new grant 

program will support STEAM programming for 

K-12 students in Illinois, specifically in lower 

income neighborhoods. The grant program will 

give priority to programs that provide hands-

on experience, with a focus on encouraging 

female students to enter STEAM fields.

“Employment in STEAM occupations 

has grown rapidly over the past two 

decades, but Black and Hispanic workers 

and women are underrepresented in 

high-wage STEAM careers,” said State 

Superintendent of Education Dr. Carmen 

I. Ayala. “We are proud to support this 

effort to expand access to in-demand 

STEAM careers by giving students a 

one-stop-shop to explore opportunities. 

Through this new website and grant 

program, we are helping students see 

what’s possible in STEAM careers and 

providing the supports for them to make 

those dreams a reality.”

The STEAM website was developed in 

consult with Illinois educators. One of 

those contributors was Joe Fatheree 

from Effingham High School, who was 

also a Top 10 Finalist for the 2016 Global 

Teacher Prize, 2009 NEA National Award 

for Teaching Excellence and 2007 Illinois 

Teacher of the Year. Fatheree stated, 

“Thanks (to) DoIT for supporting STEAM 

education and providing our students a 

gateway for a brighter tomorrow”.

Those interested in learning more or 

contributing to Illinois DoIT’s STEAM 

website can submit ideas, information or 

questions to the site’s contact page .

Illinois.gov • August 6, 2020

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/doit-steam/Pages/ContactUs.aspx


10 

C HICAGO – Building on efforts to protect 

Illinois’ workers and communities in 

response to the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic, Governor JB Pritzker announced 

that the Illinois Department of Public Health 

(IDPH) will file emergency rules for businesses, 

schools, and child care establishments 

regarding the use of face coverings and the size 

of gatherings. The governor also signed SB471 

to help protect workers who continue to serve 

on the frontlines of the fight against COVID-19.

“As I’ve visited with and listened to 

mayors and health departments all 

across our state, it’s clear there is still an 

even greater need to get people to wear 

masks – especially to protect frontline 

workers, whether they’re at the front of a 

store asking you to put on your mask or 

whether they’re responding to 911 calls 

to save those in distress,” said Governor 

JB Pritzker. “These rules, which provide 

multiple opportunities for compliance 

before any penalty is issued, are a 

commonsense way to enforce public health 

guidelines. Illinois has made substantial 

progress in our fight against COVID-19 

because the vast majority of communities 

and business owners have done the right 

thing. These rules will help ensure that 

the minority of people who refuse to act 

responsibly won’t take our state backward.”

“We know that face coverings are key to 

helping prevent the spread of COVID-19, 

but it only works if everyone wears them,” 

said IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike. “We 

are seeing cases increasing each day and 

hearing about people not complying with 

the masking mandate. This rule is an effort 

to help keep all of us healthy and decrease 

the risk of contracting COVID-19.”

NEW IDPH COVID-19 EMERGENCY RULES

In an effort to maintain the progress we 

have made in Illinois’ COVID-19 pandemic 

response, the Pritzker administration is filing 

emergency rules for businesses, schools, and 

child care establishments regarding the use 

of face coverings and the size of gatherings.

These rules provide multiple opportunities 

for compliance before any penalty is issued, 

giving local health departments and local 

law enforcement more leeway to support 

community public health in a productive 

manner. While existing, pre-pandemic 

enforcement laws, like revoking a license, 

are stringent and severe, these rules 

provide flexibility for local communities 

and a measured process to help keep 

people safe.

GOV. PRITZKER ANNOUNCES EFFORTS TO PROTECT 
ILLINOIS COMMUNITIES AND FRONTLINE WORKERS 
IN RESPONSE TO ONGOING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Riverbender.com • August 7, 2020

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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THAT PROCESS IS AS FOLLOWS:

• First, businesses will be given a warning in the form of written notice 

and encouraged to voluntarily comply with public health guidance.

• Second, businesses that do not voluntarily comply will be

given an order to have some or all of their patrons leave the 

premises as needed to comply with public health guidance 

and reduce risks.

• Third, if the business continues to refuse to comply, the

business can receive a class A misdemeanor and be subject to 

a fine ranging from $75-$2,500.

These rules do not apply to individuals and penalties will not 

exceed a misdemeanor and a $75-$2,500 fine.

The emergency rules also reinforce the authority of IDPH and 

local health departments to investigate COVID-19 cases and 

reaffirm that businesses have a responsibility to cooperate 

with those investigations.

SENATE BILL 471

As Illinois’ essential workers continue to serve on the frontlines 

of the fight against COVID-19, Governor Pritzker signed SB 471 

to expand workplace protections. To directly protect workers 

in retail, the law adds a penalty for assaulting or battering a 

retail worker who is conveying public health guidance, such as 

requiring patrons to wear face-coverings or promoting social 

distancing. This provision sends the message that it’s vitally 

important for workers to be both respected and protected 

while serving on the front lines.

“As we continue to adapt to the changes forced on us by the 

current pandemic, we have to also create a response that 

addresses the long-time issues it has exacerbated,” said Senate 

Majority Leader Kimberly A. Lightford. “Our essential workers put 

their lives at risk for us to stay safe, and it is clear that we have 

to continue to do better to protect working class people with 

a renewed commitment to providing basic rights for everyone.”

“As our state faces the challenges created by the ongoing 

global pandemic, we are doing all we can to support and protect 

our front line and essential workers,” said State Representative 

Jay Hoffman. “This legislation allows front line workers that 

have been impacted by COVID-19 to focus on recovering while 

sending a clear message to all our essential workers that we 

are behind them and will do all we can to protect their safety 

and well-being.”

The law also increases paid disability leave for any injury that occurs 

after March 9, 2020 by 60 days for firefighters, law enforcement 

and paramedics whose recovery was hindered by COVID-19.

MORE SPECIFICALLY, ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES INCLUDE:

• Any part-time or full-time State correctional officer or any other 

full or part-time employee of the Department of Corrections

• Any full or part-time employee of the Prisoner Review Board

• Any full or part-time employee of the Department of Human

Services working within a penal institution or a State mental 

health or developmental disabilities facility operated by the 

Department of Human Services

• Any full-time law enforcement officer or full-time firefighter

These measure build upon the Pritzker administration’s efforts 

to protect the safety and livelihood of Illinois residents by 

continuing to enforce all labor laws during the pandemic.

SB 471 takes effect immediately.

h t t p s : // w w w. r i v e r b e n d e r . c o m / a r t i c l e s / d e t a i l s / g o v -

pritzker-announces-efforts-to-protect-ill inois-communities-

and-f ront l ine-workers- in- response-to-ongo ing-cov id19-

pandemic-43596.cfm

US SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
OFFERS LOW INTEREST, LONG-TERM LOANS
B usinesses located in the Northern Illinois counties 

of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, Will and McHenry are 

eligible for federal assistance to offset property damage 

concurrent with civil unrest between May 26 and June 8, 

2020. Announced by Governor Pritzker, the approved Small 

Business Administration (SBA) disaster declaration will make 

low-interest loans of up to $2 million available to eligible 

businesses, homeowners, renters, and non-profits. The filing 

deadline to return applications for physical property damage 

is August 24, 2020. 

Applications for loans are available now and can be found on 

the SBA website. www.sba.gov/disaster

www.sba.gov/disaster
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ILLINOIS CONNECTED COMMUNITIES 
GRANT PROGRAM ANNOUNCES 

FIRST RECIPIENTS
O n July 9, Governor J.B. Pritzker and the Illinois 

Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 

Office of Broadband announced the first recipients 

of the Illinois Connected Communities grant program. This 

program directs $150,000 in state-funded, small grants to 

an inaugural cohort of 12 community and local government 

partners to lead the development of strategic plans to enhance 

broadband capacity in their communities. An additional 50 

hours of free, expert consultation and best-practice curriculum 

will help communities define their technology goals; measure 

current levels of broadband access, adoption, and use; and seek 

technical assistance and other funds to meet community needs.

The 2020 cohort includes the following organizations leading 

community-wide initiatives:

• Brown County School District 1

• City of Harvey

• Housing Authority of Champaign County

• Leadership Council Southwestern Illinois

• Mattoon School District 2

• McKinley Park Development Council

• Mercer County Better Together

• Neighborhood Network Alliance

• Palatine School District 15

• Park Forest-Chicago Heights School District 163

• Region 1 Planning Council (Winnebago County and City Rockford)

• Village of Flanagan

Illinois Connected Communities is a partnership of the Illinois Office 

of Broadband, the Evanston-based Benton Institute for Broadband & 

Society, and local philanthropy. “I was very impressed by the breadth of 

organizations that applied, the articulation of their challenges, and the 

passion they exhibited to engage a variety of stakeholders in the Illinois 

Connected Communities process,” said Adrianne B. Furniss, Executive 

Director of the Benton Institute.

These grants will support our communities to think through broadband 

strategies and goals that will work best for them, inspire broad 

community involvement, and engage more stakeholders in building 

broadband capacity.

The Lansing Journal, FarmWeekNow.com, and Reel Chicago covered 

the press announcement. 

Additional Coverage of the Grant Recipients

• Brown County School District Awarded Grant for Broadband 

Development (WLDS AM radio/WEAI FM radio)

• State Senator Harris Announces Harvey Will Receive Grant to 

Decrease Community Digital Divide (State Sen. Napoleon Harris)

• Mattoon school district receives $3,000 broadband grant (Journal 

Gazette & Times-Courrier)

• McKinley Park Named Connected Community for Statewide Internet 

Program (McKinley Park News)

• Region 1 Planning Council gets portion of $300K state grant  

program (WIFR)

The Lansing Journal, FarmWeekNow.com, and Reel Chicago covered 

the press announcement.

by Illinois Broadband Connections Newsletter • July 15, 2020
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https://wlds.com/brown-county-school-district-awarded-grant-for-broadband-development/?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
http://senatornapoleonharris.com/news/press-releases/207-harris-announces-harvey-will-receive-grant-to-decrease-community-digital-divide?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
https://jg-tc.com/news/local/mattoon-school-district-receives-3-000-broadband-grant/article_d584d662-44e0-5321-abed-16b6614a0747.html?utm_campaign=Newsletters&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email
https://mckinleypark.news/news/619-mckinley-park-named-connected-community-for-statewide-internet-program?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters&utm_source=sendgrid
https://www.wifr.com/2020/07/09/region-1-planning-council-gets-portion-of-300k-state-grant-program/?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletters
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C HICAGO – Governor JB Pritzker and 

the Ill inois Department of Human 

Services (IDHS) today announced 

$270 mill ion in funding is available to 

assist child care providers across the 

state with reopening in the wake of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Currently, l icensed child care providers 

that meet the eligibil ity criteria may 

apply for Child Care Restoration Grants, 

reserved as part of the $636 Business 

Interruption Grants (BIG) program. The 

application will remain open until Aug. 

14 and is available online at: https://

www.inccrra.org/.

The new childcare grants program 

leverages funds received from the 

CARES Act – making Ill inois the only 

state to dedicate this level of federal aid 

for childcare programs.

“Families in every community across our 

state rely on the services of childcare 

providers so that they can go to work and 

have confidence that their child receives 

the support needed to grow and thrive,” 

said Governor Pritzker. “With many child 

care programs beginning to reopen for 

the first time since the COVID-19 crisis 

began, my administration has dedicated 

funding to help offset the losses these 

programs have faced and to ensure that 

working families can continue to depend 

on them.“Since the onset of the crisis, 

the majority of child care programs 

have been closed, with the exception 

of providers who served children of 

essential workers. This new grant 

funding opportunity created jointly with 

the Ill inois Department of Commerce 

and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and 

administered by IDHS will offer relief 

to child care programs, with priority 

given for child care businesses serving 

disproportionately Impacted Areas 

(DIAs), representing those communities 

hit hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“As workplaces reopen, so many 

employees need child care to go back to 

work,” said Ill inois Department of Human 

Services Secretary, Grace Hou. “These 

grants are designed to support the 

health of our child care infrastructure, 

so they can help working families return 

to their jobs.”

New funding for child care providers 

is part of the $636 mill ion Business 

Interruption Grant (BIG) program, an 

economic recovery program, geared 

toward deploying emergency assistance 

for businesses facing the most extreme 

economic hardships as a result of 

the ongoing pandemic. Recognizing 

that childcare for working families is 

imperative to the reopening of the state, 

the program dedicates a significant 

portion for childcare businesses. BIG 

PRITZKER ADMINISTRATION TO 
PROVIDE $270 MILLION IN ASSISTANCE 

FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS

olneydailymail.com • July 27, 2020

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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funds will support childcare facilit ies returning to full 

operation as quickly as possible.

Businesses eligible for the Child Care Restoration Grants 

(CCRG) Program must demonstrate the following:

1. A current l icense from the Department of Children and

Family Services (DCFS) to care for children,2. They are open 

and caring for children at the time of application,3. Based on 

l icensed capacity, can demonstrate a ‘business interruption’ 

from their pre-COVID capacity, and4. Submit a complete 

application with all required documents.

Application and administration of the program will be led 

by the Ill inois Network of Child Care Resource and Referral 

Agencies (INCCRRA), who will accept applications, provide 

technical assistance to providers, and oversee payment for 

successful applicants.

“We are very grateful for the Pritzker Administration’s 

ongoing commitment to providing Ill inois families with 

access to high-quality early childhood education and care, 

and we are delighted to be able to assist in those efforts by 

administering the Child Care Restoration Grant Program. This 

critical funding will provide significant support to child care 

providers and help preserve the early learning infrastructure 

upon which children and families depend,” said Dan Harris, 

Executive Director, Ill inois Network of Child Care.

“With many Ill inois businesses currently facing unprecedented 

burdens as a result of COVID-19, BIG grants can be a lifeline 

for many working to meet their obligations, protect their 

employees and reopen safely,” said Michael Negron, Acting 

Director of DCEO. “These latest BIG grants in partnership 

with IDHS play a crucial role in the greater reopening plan 

by ensuring that child care center doors remain open as we 

bring more Ill inoisans back to work.”

“Families across the state are struggling. Child care providers are 

also struggling during this economic crisis. It’s our responsibility 

to support caregivers and help our community partners deliver 

critical supports to families during these challenging times,” 

said Senator Sara Feigenholtz (D-6th District).

“Our local caregiving business are among the businesses that 

have been hit hardest by the COVID-19 crisis, and if we don’t 

find ways to support them, these businesses that are critical 

to so many will face even greater challenges and possibly 

have to close their doors. These grants are another means to 

help them stay on their feet,” said Representative LaShawn K. 

Ford (D-8th District) .

From the onset of the crisis, the Pritzker administration has 

worked to assist businesses impacted by the pandemic. 

DCEO recently launched a first round of BIG funding for small 

businesses, making $60 mill ion available for up to 3,500 

businesses impacted by COVID-19. Businesses given priority 

in this first round include: restaurants and bars; salons and 

barbers; gyms and fitness centers; and businesses located 

in a DIA. A second round of BIG funds for small businesses 

will include additional sectors that have been significantly 

affected by the pandemic.

For more information, visit www.inccrra.org.

www.inccrra.org
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United Counties 
Council of Illinois 

Webinar 
 Monday, August 24, 2020      

9:30 – 11:45 a.m. 

 9:30 – 10:15 A.M.  ~ ‘How Current Events are Impacting and Shaping Law
Enforcement for Counties and other Public Entities’

Presented by Jack Ryan 
Co-Director of the Legal & Liability Risk Management Institute 

 10:15 – 11:00 A.M.  ~ ‘Emergency Rules & Local Liquor and Public Health
Regulations related to COVID19 and how they affect Counties’

Presented by Attorneys Herman Bodewes & Jason Brokaw 
Giffin-Winning-Cohen-Bodewes 

 11:00 – 11:45 A.M.  ~ ‘COVID-19 Issues in the County Workplace’
Presented by Attorney Jane May 
O’Halloran-Kosoff-Geitner-Cook 

________________________________ 

You must register for this webinar. 

Web-based conference or dial-in only options available.  
Go-To Webinar details can be found on page 16.
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United Counties  
Council of Illinois  

Go-To Webinar 
Monday, August 24, 2020 

                                                       9:30 – 11:45 a.m. 

 
       

To join the webinar: 
Register using the link below. Go-To Webinar will send you a calendar invite 
with the link to join the webinar.  On the day of the webinar, click the link 
provided in the calendar invite.   Attendees can use their computer audio or 
Go-To Webinar will have a dial-in option to use phone audio.  

Please register for UCCI Webinar on Aug 24, 2020 9:30 AM CDT at: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9060392936679840270 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the webinar. 

Brought to you by GoToWebinar® 

Webinars Made Easy®” 

 



17 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you have an article you would like shared in the 

next newsletter, email Ryan at  

Ryan@FrontlineCo.com

WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COUNTY?

UNITED COUNTIES COUNCIL  OF ILLINOIS  
OFFICERS/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

David Meyer, President  
W A S H I N G T O N  C O U N T Y

Joseph Payette, Secretary  
C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y

Matthew Prochaska  
K E N D A L L  C O U N T Y

Samuel L. Newton  
S T E P H E N S O N  C O U N T Y

David Zimmerman, Vice President  
T A Z E W E L L  C O U N T Y

P.E. Cross, Treasurer  
H A M I LT O N  C O U N T Y

Mark Kern  
S T .  C L A I R  C O U N T Y
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